
St. Matthew Catholic Church 

Parish Pastoral Council 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Date: Monday, October 24, 2022  Time: 6:00pm  Location: Conference Room 

 
Attendees 

Father Peter Naah Deacon Dan Sorady – absent Dr. Lei Ann Galvez 

Mr. Jonathan Aguilar – absent Ms. Jennifer Alberto – absent Ms. Kelly La Londe 

Ms. Christine Martinez Mr. Christopher Sillman Ms. Jane Witham 

Mr. Daryl McKneely Mr. Anthony Michalski - absent Mr. Andrew Clark (Seminarian) 

Ms. Myriam Coleman (Religious Ed) Ms. Megan Ayers (SMS PTG)  
*Italicized names are potential Parish Council members *Underlined names are non-Council members also in attendance 

 

CALL TO ORDER / ATTENDANCE made at 6:05pm. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 

OLD BUSINESS (47 minutes) 

 

1. Approve Meeting Minutes from meeting of September 12, 2022 (2 minutes) – motion to approve 

the minutes made by Mr. Sillman, seconded by Ms. La Londe.  Mr. Sillman will forward minutes to 

the parish office for posting. 

 

2. Parish Council Lines of Effort Graphic Proposal (13 minutes).  Mr. Sillman sought to confirm 

several points of fact prior to seeking permission of the Council to continue to use the proposed 

“lines of effort” graphic, enclosure 1. 

a. Ministries on the graphic were confirmed.  Ms. La Londe recommended that several named 

ministries were no longer in service, to wit: Parish Nurses, Prison Ministry, Meals on Wheels, 

and NEST.  Fr. Peter indicated an interest in reviving the Parish Nurses ministry, indicating 

several health care providers in the parish that might be able to assist in that work.  As the 

ministry list on the lines of effort graphic was composed of those listed on the parish website, 

the first “Improved Communication” project assigned was a review of the parish website for a 

proper listing of the ministries and points of contact, referred by Fr. Peter to Ms. Bobbi Lane. 

b. Consideration of an “actionable” mission statement was made by the Council, with no intent to 

revise the stated mission statement at this time. 

c. Ms. Coleman questioned where the lines of effort graphic would be kept and how it would be 

published; Mr. Sillman said that the graphic currently is a personal effort from his own 

computer.  Ms. Coleman indicated that the graphic could be published online (on the parish 

website or on Facebook), or possibly displayed on televisions in the narthex, or printed in the 

bulletins or available at the welcome desk. 

d. On the question of whether to continue to use the lines of effort graphic, the Council approved. 

 

3. St. Matthew School Update (32 minutes).  Dr. Galvez invited Ms. Ayers, president of the Saint 

Matthew’s School Parent Teacher Guild (SMS PTG), to offer proposals for greater coordination 

between the school and the parish, helping both to be welcome, positive and affirming 

organizations that engage families and youth, driving active participation and offering community. 



a. October event (Trunk or Treat) is planned for Saturday, 29 October, with all families from the 

school and the parish welcome to attend.  Activities include trunk-or-treating and a chili 

cookoff, with fifteen currently registered to participate in the contest.  Contest is judged 

through those who pay for a tasting ticket and cast votes online. 

b. December event (Cookies, Cocoa and Crafts with Santa) is planned for Saturday, 10 

December, with all families from the school and parish welcome to attend.  Ms. Ayers 

requested assistance from the Knights of Columbus in supporting for a Santa participant; Mr. 

McKneely will forward the request to the Knights of Columbus.  General discussion surrounded 

the idea of deconflicting the Santa breakfast (normally hosted by the Knights of Columbus, and 

planned for 11 December) and the Santa “walkaround” for the parish Religious Education 

program (11 December), but timing won’t support conducting one event (no one event can 

yield to the others).  Mr. Sillman recommended delaying the start of the PTG event to allow 

easy flow to the 5:30p Mass on 10 December (“come for Santa, stay for the Mass”), which Dr. 

Galvez and Ms. Ayers seemed to favorably consider. 

c. Fr. Peter cautioned scheduling fundraising and other parish events at the same time, or at near 

the same time, to maximize time, treasure and talent of supporting parishioners.  (This was 

later clarified as a caution against scheduling fundraising and ANY other event.) 

d. Ms. Ayers discussed an intent of the PTG to host a Lenten special event.  Mr. Sillman and the 

Council were supportive, but Mr. Sillman requested that further discussion on the event be 

tabled to January to allow full discussion on other agenda items. 

 

4. Review of September Parish Events (tabled to November meeting) 

 

NEW BUSINESS (13 minutes) 

 

1. Parish Planning Calendar Review, in Summary (7 minutes) 

 a. October Parish Events.   

• Added Fr. Les Sikorski Jubilee Celebration, 30 October, with Fr. Peter as the lead.  Event is 

planned as a noon Mass celebrated by Fr. Les, with cake and light refreshments to follow in 

the Assembly Hall.  Mr. Sillman offered to contact Ms. Michelle Hickling to possibly 

incorporate Polish music into the noon Mass. 

 b. November Parish Events. 

• Added Paint Night social event, 4 November, with Ms. Suzie Meekins as the lead.  Event is 

planned as a 6:00p start in the Assembly Hall, with online registration announced in the 

parish bulletin and in the weekly emails. 

• Added SMS Auction, 19 November, with SMS Staff as the lead.  Event is planned as a 

5:00pm start at the SMS gymnasium.  Further details are available online and through the 

school office. 

 c. December Parish Events. 

• Added Fr. Peter’s Installation as Pastor of Saint Matthew Catholic Church, 4 December, 

with Fr. Peter as the lead.  Event is planned as a noon Mass celebrated by Bishop Barry 

Knestout, with the parish council and other key parish leaders most strongly encouraged to 

attend. 

• Added Cookies, Cocoa and Crafts with Santa event, 10 December, with Ms. Ayers as the 

lead.  Event is planned as a 3:30p start at the school. 



• Added Breakfast with Santa event, 11 December, with KoC as the lead.  Event is anticipated 

as a 10:00a start in the Assembly Hall, with Santa visiting the Religious Education classes 

after 11:00a. 

 

2. Nomination of Parish Pastoral Council officers (5 minutes).  Mr. Sillman opened the floor for 

nominations to the vacant office of vice-chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council, and nominated 

Ms. La Londe to the position.  Ms. La Londe affirmed her nomination; there being no other 

nominations and with the by-voice consent of the Council with no dissent, Ms. La Londe was 

installed as the Parish Pastoral Council vice-chairman.  Mr. McKneely was nominated as a member 

of the Parish Pastoral Council; affirming his nomination and there being no dissent, Mr. McKneely 

was installed as a member of the Parish Pastoral Council.  Mr. Sillman tabled nominations to the 

vacant office of secretary of the Parish Pastoral Council until the November meeting. 

 

3. Other Business (1 minute).  Fr. Peter indicated his intention to take personal leave to return to 

Ghana for the care of his family for two weeks in November.  Fr. Les has been tapped as our 

assisting pastor during Fr. Peter’s absence. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:05pm.  Proposed Next Meeting: Monday, November 7, 2022 


